
Town of Frankfort Plan Commission
2/7/12 Minutes

The Town of Frankfort Plan Commission (PC) held its 67th  meeting February 7, 2012. Commission Chair Maureen Manore called the meeting to order at 6:03      p.m. 

Present were Manore; secretary Bryce Black; commission members Donna Gates, Dwight Jelle, and Curt Stine; and member/ town board representative Jeff Anderson.

Vice chair Becky Gates was absent (excused).

Also in attendance were Frankfort residents Mike Kranjiak and Mike Roberts. 

1. Minutes from previous meetings

Black read the minutes from the Plan Commission meeting held on 1/3/12. 

Jelle made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected, and D. Gates seconded.  The vote was unanimous to approve.

2. Report on Meetings Attended

Manore reported on the meeting held here at the Frankfort Town Hall on 1/31/12 to explore intergovernmental cooperation options between Towns in Pepin County.  Someone was present from every Town in the county except Lima.  The discussion, facilitated by Jelle, was mainly focused on the frac sand mining issue. All present expressed interest in some form of regional cooperation to share information and reduce costs as we work on meeting the challenges posed by the potential growth of this industry. Manore will send out information to the other Towns and ask them to nominate representatives to the regional cooperation group.

Jelle also reported on a meeting on frac sand mining he attended in Eau Claire. “We haven’t even seen the big boys yet,” he said.

3. Open Meeting Law

Manore reminded us that Wisconsin’s Open Meeting law says that public officials must conduct all business in a properly posted open public meeting.  This means we should not discuss Town business outside of meetings.  Even separate conversations with different commission members can legally be interpreted as a “walking quorum.”  Emails and phone calls to share information are allowed, but in those communications we should not discuss that information or make any decisions.

4. Citizens’ Concerns

Mike Roberts told the Commission he is concerned about the proposed zoning ordinance currently being drafted by Pepin County.  He fears that it will be used to establish Mineral Extraction zones, which County officials may view as a potential revenue source.  He encouraged us to get some kind of comprehensive Town zoning ordinance before a public hearing as soon as possible. 

5. Discuss Zoning Ordinance

We briefly reviewed the Purpose of this Plan section of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, and agreed that developing a Town zoning ordinance was in accordance with the listed purposes.  

After some discussion, we decided to explore including the following zoning district categories in the Town’s ordinance:  Exclusive Ag, Ag/Residential, Commercial, and Light Industrial. 

We also discussed the merits of including a Mineral Extraction zone.  Since the Town’s two existing non-metallic mines are grandfathered in, we have to offer some provision for their legal operation under Town zoning.  The Town can either have non-metallic mining (NNM) as a non-conforming use under another zoning category, which would require a conditional use permit; or we can only allow NMM in areas zoned for Mineral Extraction. This would require a re-zoning hearing if someone wanted to start a new mine, or to expand an existing one into neighboring property. 

Manore will share our thoughts on zoning districts with Town zoning ordinance consultant Dan Fedderly, and we will discuss them with him at our next Plan Commission meeting.

6. Upcoming Meetings

The Frankfort Town Board will meet Saturday, 2/11/12 at 9:00 am.  Our Plan Commission will meet 2/27/12 at 6 pm.
7. Adjournment

Black moved to adjourn the meeting.  Stine seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 PM.

Bryce Black, Recording Secretary
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