February 11, 2012

Chairman Brad Anderson called the monthly board meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. at the Frankfort Town Hall on Saturday, February 11, 2012.  

Board members present were Brad Anderson, Denny Richardson and Jeff Anderson.  Town officials Tina Bee and Maureen Manore were present.  The Town Attorney Gwen Kuchevar was present.    

Also present were Donna Gates, Dwight Jelle, Mike and Betsy Krajniak, Brian Nodolf, Ron and Cathy Hendricksen, Jack Knoll, Jess Hass, Thomas Stafford, Micheal Roberts, Carrie Anderson, Larry Baker, Don and Challis Eggert and Donna Juleff.

The minutes from the January 10th meeting were read. Denny Richardson made a motion to accept the minutes as read and Jeff Anderson seconded.  The motion carried. 

Treasurer’s report for January was read.  The ending balance was $144, 653.14.  Jeff Anderson made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and Denny Richardson seconded.  The motion carried.  

Citizen’s Concerns

Mike Roberts read a written statement to the Board.  In this statement he asked if the Town had considered the ramifications of the Town of Cooks Valley Supreme Court decision; asked the Town Board to find out the availability of the Cooks Valley engineer; asked why the Town Board was spending time working on a Developers Agreement when the current operator’s permit was still in appeal; and urged the Town Board to quickly adopt a nonmetallic mining ordinance and a zoning ordinance.  He also stated that the Plan Commission was at fault for not having a zoning ordinance yet, mainly due to poor leadership and the Board should consider a change of Plan Commission Chair. 

Jesse Hass said that there are dump trucks on Sunnybrook Road that are traveling at high speeds, not tarped correctly and some have headlights that are out.  He suggested reducing the speed limit to 45 miles per hour.

Mike Krajniak said that the County will challenge our zoning ordinance if the County passes a zoning ordinance before we do.  He suggested that we pass a simple zoning ordinance with an ag/residential district and change it later.  He also said that the berm is outside of the mine area and might violate our Interim Zoning Ordinance.

Tina Bee said that Dan Seipel has complained to her about dump truck speeds on Sunnybrook Road.

Donna Jellef said that the judge of the appeals for the mine reclamation permit should render a decision in three weeks.  She also said that the Licensing Ordinance should address hours of operation and noise levels.

Betsy Krajniak said that the Developer’s Agreement and Licensing Ordinance should spread the burden of traffic throughout the Town.  Also that she was concerned about Pepin County zoning and we need to pass our own zoning.

Dwight Jelle said that the appeal of the mine reclamation permit might give the Town some leverage.  Also that the Cooks Valley ordinance was different from the one the Town was working on and should be looked at by our attorney.

Donna Gates asked if Greg Bechel would come back to discuss his plans for the mining operation.

Don Eggert asked about well water protection and an ordinance for using jake brakes.

Tina Bee said people need to respect the Town Board Supervisor’s time while they are working at their regular jobs.  She asked that people consider calling first to arrange a time to meet.

Mike Roberts said that the Anderson Lane sign is missing.  Brad Anderson said he would check into it.

Brian Nodolf wanted to answer a few of the concerns on behalf of Greg Bechel.  He said their drivers will not use jake brakes unless there is an emergency.  He also said that the Developer’s Agreement being worked out is fair.

Gwen Kechevar said that the negotiations were still underway and that every concern that she heard mentioned has been addressed.  She also asked that people put in writing any dump truck violations that they noticed and note the times, dates, locations and license plate numbers if possible.

Plan Commission Report

The Plan Commission Chair reported on the Town’s gathering held on January 31st and the meeting held on February 7th, 2012.  At the gathering of Pepin County Towns, all Towns except the Town of Lima were present.  It was decided at this gathering that each interested Town would speak to their Town Board about appointing one member to form a Towns intergovernmental group.    

At the February 7th meeting the Plan Commission decided on some zoning districts to explore for possible inclusion in the zoning ordinance.  The plan Commission will discuss these further on February 27th 

Discuss /Hire Technical Assistance for Issues Related to Frac Sand Mining

Gwen Kechevar has contacted a firm in Chippewa Falls called CBS Squared that she thought might be a good fit for the Town.  This firm prefers to work with municipalities and has flexible billing options.  Attorney Brian Nodolf’s firm has also used this company but not to do mining related work.

Dan Fedderly also provides the type of technical assistance services needed for frac sand mining issues and is currently employed by the Town to assist in writing the zoning ordinance.  

The Town Board discussed the options.  Brad Anderson made a motion to authorize Attorney Gwen Kechevar to contact an engineering technical assistant, Dan Fedderly first, if he is not available then CBS Squared, for the purpose of hiring as authorized by the Town Board.  Denny Richardson seconded and the vote was 3 to 0 in favor of the motion. 

Discuss Road Use Pertaining to Heavy Traffic

Brad Anderson outlined some of the tools the Town could use to control traffic:


Reduce speeds to 45 mph


Impose weight limits (which applies to all traffic)


Upgrade roads


Special Permits


Paint centerline/edge lines

Road Reports 

Signs were replaced on Boyd Springs Road, Beaver Slide Road, Elk Creek Road, Nippy Lane and Anderson Lane.
Pay Bills.  

The bills were paid.

Move into closed session pursuant to Wis Stats. sec 19.85(1)(e) to discuss Town’s negotiations strategy concerning sand mining agreement under development between Town and Greg Bechel Trucking and Excavating, LLC

Brad Anderson made a motion to move into closed session pursuant to Wis Stats. sec 19.85(1)(e) to discuss the Town’s negotiations strategy concerning the sand mining agreement under development between the Town of Frankfort and Greg Bechel Trucking and Excavating, LLC.  Denny Richardson seconded.  The Clerk conducted a roll call vote, the results as follows:  Brad Anderson Yes; Denny Richardson- Yes; Jeff Anderson-Yes.  The results were 3-0 in favor of the motion.  

Time 11:10 a.m.

Maureen Manore, Clerk

