Town of Frankfort Plan Commission
11/3/11 Minutes

The Town of Frankfort Plan Commission (PC) held its 64th  meeting November 3, 2011. Commission Chair Maureen Manore called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 

Present were Manore; vice chair Becky Gates; secretary Bryce Black; commission members Donna Gates and Dwight Jelle; and member/ town board representative Jeff Anderson. 

Also in attendance were Frankfort’s zoning consultant Dan Fedderly; and visitors Betty Bergmark, Carol Inderieden, Bruce Peters and Gary Samuelson, all from the Town of Pepin’s Plan Commission. 

1. Minutes from previous meetings

Black read the minutes from the Plan Commission meeting held on 9/27/11.  B. Gates made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected and D. Gates seconded.  The vote was unanimous to approve.  Black then read the minutes from our 10/13/11 meeting.  B. Gates moved to accept them, and Jelle seconded.  Approval was unanimous.

2. Report on Meetings attended 

Black, Jelle and D. Gates reported they attended a UW- Extension sponsored informational presentation in Alma on 10/20/11.  UW-Madison Community Development Economist Dr. Steven Deller spoke on the economic costs and benefits of frac sand mining to local communities. 

He warned listeners to be skeptical of exaggerated claims of local economic benefits from sand mining. Given the great demand for frac sand in the petroleum and natural gas industries, said Deller, interest in developing this area’s non- metallic mineral resources will continue to be intense.  Local communities may be able to negotiate sustainable and economically favorable arrangements with mining companies, but local leaders will need to be savvy negotiators.

3. Upcoming Meetings

Manore reminded us that the Wisconsin Towns Association is sponsoring an all-day seminar on frac sand mining issues on 12/1/11 in Eau Claire. The number of participants will be limited.  She passed around a sign up sheet.

4. Regional cooperation

Four members of the Town of Pepin’s Plan Commission introduced themselves. They reported that they are asking Pepin County to adopt a two year moratorium on frac sand mining, to allow local communities more time to study the impact of increasing frac sand mine development.

All present discussed the possibility of forming some kind of regional alliance of local governments to gain more leverage in negotiating developers’ agreements with mining companies.  Fedderly advised that it should be possible to do this under existing statutes governing intergovernment cooperation. Manore said she would contact plan commissions in neighboring towns to ask if there is interest in developing a regional effort.

5. Discuss draft zoning ordinance

Fedderly passed out preliminary draft copies of the proposed first two chapters of a Zoning Ordinance for the Town.  He is using Dunn County’s zoning ordinance as a model which has “gone through the test of legal rigor.”

Chapter 1 of the draft covers a number of general provisions, while Chapter 2 defines ten zoning districts.  Fedderly said we can define more or fewer districts, but he recommends having at least four. 

He said that zoning, coupled with a mining licensing ordinance, will offer the Town the best tools to control water quality, property values, and road improvements.  He also stressed that with zoning, all property owners must be treated the same, and that we will need to have a zoning administrator and some means of enforcement.  He also recommended that at some point, we adopt a subdivision ordinance to round out our land use toolbox.

Fedderly will send out a revised list of districts for our consideration at our next meeting.  

6. Citizen concerns

None were brought forward at this time.

7. Adjournment
B. Gates moved to adjourn the meeting.  Black seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 PM.

Bryce Black, Recording Secretary

