MINUTES ARE NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED AT THE NEXT MEETING

Town of Frankfort Plan Commission
3/17/09 Minutes

The Town of Frankfort Plan Commission held its 48th meeting March 17, 2009. Commission Chairwoman Maureen Manore called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

Present were Manore; vice chairwoman Becky Gates; secretary Bryce Black;  commission members Mike Roberts, Donna Gates,  and Brian Bee; and alternates Sally Baecker and Curt Stine.  

Member Denny Wentworth was absent (excused).

1. Minutes from previous meeting
Black read the minutes from the February plan commission meeting.  B. Gates moved to approve the minutes as read and corrected. The motion was seconded by Baecker and approved unanimously.

2. Citizens’ concerns

Baecker raised a concern that the Town’s website has links to the websites of two environmental organizations which she regards as radical.  Manore will remove the links. We had some discussion about what sites are appropriate to link to. 

3. Reports from other meetings attended

Manore reported on a conversation with Pepin County Economic Development Coordinator Terry Mesch.  Mesch is recruiting one Plan Commission representative  from each Town in the county to plan a network of highway bicycle lanes. 

4. Coordination resolution

Stine (a retired law professor) passed out copies of a letter expressing his opinion on the legal merits of “Coordination.” Coordination is a legal philosophy developed by Idaho attorney Fred Kelly Grant and endorsed by Americans for Prosperity and other groups. Proponents of Coordination say that if local units of government adopt a Coordination ordinance, then federal and state governments and regional planning boards will be legally required to coordinate any plans or ordinances affecting that community with the local comprehensive plan.

Stine said that in his opinion, the Coordination theory is based on taking parts of the U.S. Code out of context, and that it has no legal legitimacy.

Baecker said that the originator of Coordination has spent years researching federal and state laws, and that Coordination has been used successfully by many local communities.

Plan commission members were encouraged to do further individual research on this topic for next month’s meeting, when we will discuss whether the town should adopt a Coordination resolution.

5. Land Use Maps

We discussed the Future Land Use maps included in the Town  Plan.  We decided to use the current map based on the tax code for the Future Land Use map.

6. Subdivision ordinance

We discussed pros and cons of having a Town subdivision ordinance.  Pros included promoting public safety, fire control, pollution/runoff control, and protecting wildlife and wetlands.   Those citing cons said that all the above  factors were  already addressed by existing state or county ordinances, and the need for further regulation is hypothetical.

Manore said she would present reasons for and against having a subdivision ordinance to the Town Board, who will decide whether to pursue drafting an ordinance.

7. Upcoming meetings/events
The next Town Board meeting will be 4/14/09, immediately following the Annual Meeting, which begins at 4:30 PM. The next Plan Commission meeting will be Tuesday, 4/28/09, at 7:00 p.m. The agenda will include pros and cons of having a subdivision ordinance. and discussion of the Coordination idea. 

8. Adjournment
Roberts moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Baecker. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Bryce Black, Recording Secretary

